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Message from the Board of Capital K9s
Capital K9s is a non-profit 501(c)3,
volunteer run organization which
exists to support the expansion and
maintenance of the City of Madison
Police Department K9 Unit and to
educate the community about the
value and effectiveness of using
dogs in police work.
The use of dogs in police work
benefits the community in many
ways, from tracking and locating
missing persons, detecting illegal
drugs and weapons, apprehending
dangerous suspects and much more.
Often times working police dogs
provide invaluable information to their human partners as they do their police work.
Incorporated since 2004, Capital K9s has worked with the community to raise funds to
purchase, train & sustain 12 working dogs. The cost to form a team is substantial and
includes the initial purchase and training of the dog, along with a specially equipped
squad car and equipment to allow the team to work and train effectively. Ongoing costs
include training, food, vet care and emergency veterinary services. We are fortunate
enough to work with many veterinary and food sponsors to help support the teams. Your
support to maintain and grow the unit is greatly needed and appreciated.
The City of Madison K9 Unit continues to be at the forefront of how to effectively use
dogs in police work. Several teams have received state and national level recognition for
the cases they have worked. The team does this while maintaining a true sense of
community policing. The seven dogs currently working for the City of Madison Police
Department are wonderful community ambassadors – and great pets too! The dogs love
to work, but when they go home with their human partners at the end of their shift, they
are part of the Officer's family.
We hope you enjoy learning more about Capital K9s. There are many ways to support
this great cause, from financial support to volunteering at our events. To learn more,
please visit our website at http://capitalk9s.org
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Special Events
On Thursday, July 9, 2015,
officers of the Madison Police
Department K9 Unit provided
an informative and
educational evening called K9
CSI. They demonstrated law
enforcement techniques using
K9 officers in these areas:
• High Risk Traffic Stop
• Vehicle Drug Search
• Suspect Apprehension
• Building Search
• Officer Protection

Those attending the event marveled at the ability of the dogs and how well they
responded to their police officer handlers. Here are some of the emails received by
Capital K9s:
• K9 CSI 3 was outstanding! Great job everyone!!!
• My husband and I thoroughly enjoyed the K9 CSI 3 event tonight
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Special Events

(continued)

Dog Paddle
On Sunday, September 13, 2015,
Goodman Pool in Madison was
the scene of a gigantic pool
party for dogs. This event is
called Dog Paddle and is the
signature fund raising event for
Capital K9s. This was the 9th
consecutive year for Dog Paddle.
National Guardian Life Insurance
Company (NGL) (www.nglic.com)
was the title sponsor for this
year’s event. Shown here is
Honorary Chairperson Elizabeth
Barden, from NGL, officially
opening the event.

Thanks to the support
of our volunteers,
business partners and
participants, this
event was a splashing
success. The dogs
enjoyed running,
swimming and fun
contests - the long
jump, fastest retrieve
and best trick.
There was even a dog
wash, which the dogs
seemed to thoroughly
enjoy after swimming
in the pool.
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Meet The Teams
• Change of Leadership
Sgt. Chris Boyd, who helped make the MPD K9 Unit a
reality over ten years ago, retired in August. With her
leadership, one of the premier K9 Units in the nation was
created—one on which other cities have modeled their
training. Chris will not be leaving dog training world
behind though, as she plans to train police dogs nationally
and internationally. Best wishes Chris!
Sgt. Jeff Felt was assigned to replace Chris. He was
previously a K9 officer with MPD for over seven years
before being promoted to Sergeant and now returning to
lead the K9 Unit. His expertise and leadership begin a
new era for the K9 Unit.

• Meet the K9 Units
The Madison Police Department K9 unit is made up of 7 dual-purpose patrol dogs and
their partners. The dogs are trained to locate illegal drugs, track suspects and missing
persons, search buildings, protect their handler, locate evidence and apprehend suspects.

Officer Rose Mansavage and K9 Martie and K9 Falko
Officer Rose Mansavage provides double coverage for
MPD. Her two K9 partners are Martie (sponsored by
Animart) and Falko (sponsored by Capital K9s). Although
Martie has sight problems, (he was diagnosed with "day
blindness") he is still the best drug detection dog in the
Unit! Responding to a report that a man with dementia
had wandered off, Falko was able to track the man’s
scent and help officers find him. Both dogs receive
veterinary care from Truesdell Animal Care Hospital (Dr.
Tom Truesdell, Dr. Brittany White and Dr. Heidi Meier).
Animart proudly provides them with Earthborn food.
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Meet The Teams (continued)

Officer Carren Corcoran and K9 Slim
Slim, sponsored by Capital K9s, is the elder
statesman of the K9 Unit (having just
finished his 7th year of service). Paired
with Officer Carren Corcoran, they are a
great team. Slim tracked an alleged killer
for three hours across almost four miles in
the sweltering heat before the suspect was
apprehended. Slim wishes to thank
Lakeview Veterinary Clinic for his good
health. Pet World and Animart supply
Earthborn food (his favorite, other than
whipped cream).

Officer Henry Wilson and K9 Boris
“Running free in the wind” is Boris’ favorite pastime
following his job working as a police dog. He sometimes
has a mind of his own and it takes an officer like Henry
Wilson to keep him focused. Boris once tracked a bank
robbery suspect from the scent he detected from the mat
in front of the teller window. Boris is very happy to have
All Pets Veterinary Clinic (Dr. Steve Erickson and Dr.
Natalie Schweitzer) as his health care providers and
thanks Pet World and Animart for sponsoring Earthborn
food to keep him running!
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Meet The Teams (continued)

Officer K9 Jim Donnell and K9 Krahnie
Officer Jim Donnell works the only “lady” dog in
the K9 Unit, Krahnie. She was named in memory
of Madison Police Sgt. Karen Krahn. Krahnie
responded to an armed robbery at Anchor Bank
and tracked the suspect through thick marsh
along the Yahara River. The suspect was found
and taken into custody. Although the kids at
home would love to feed her lots of treats, Royal
Canin is her main meal! Shelly Gilbertson
sponsored Krahnie and Dr. Michael Petersen,
Stoughton Veterinary Service, donated Krahnie
to MPD.

Officer Nick Eull and K9 Frees
Officer Nick Eull joined the K9 Unit in 2014 and
was partnered with Frees (sponsored by MidWest Family Broadcasting.) Frees responded
to an armed robbery call at a convenience
store. Although the team did not locate the
suspect, Frees located the gun the suspect
used during the robbery and had discarded
while fleeing. Frees wants to thank Dr. Barney
Smith at the Animal Hospital of Verona for
excellent health care and Pet World and
Animart for his delicious Earthborn meals.
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Meet The Teams (continued)
Officer Eric Disch and K9 Jagger
Sponsored by the BerbeeWalsh Foundation, Jagger
(named by his sponsors after Mick Jagger of the Rolling
Stones) is the newest canine to join the Unit. Just
over two years old, he has already solved some
important cases with his partner Officer Eric Disch. He
is known for his "silver smile” as his broken canine
tooth had to be replaced with a silver tooth. Jagger’s
health is monitored by Dr. Pam Mache at Lakeview
Veterinary Clinic and his food is provided by Nutzy
Mutz & Crazy Catz.
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Capital K9s Salutes
2015 K9 Retirees
K9 Officer Johnny retired in February after faithfully
serving the community for ten years. He and Police
Officer Jim Donnell formed one of the first K9 teams in
the city of Madison. He now lives as a family pet with
the Donnell family.

Officer Teresa McKenzie and K9 Josh retired from
the police department in July. Josh was named in
memory of Sgt. Josh Brennan who died in action
while serving in Afghanistan. Pictured here are
Officer McKenzie, Josh and Sgt. Brennan’s father,
Officer Michael Brennan. Josh spent five years
working to keep Madison safe.

End of Watch
K9 Gildon retired after serving over seven years with the
Madison Police Department. According to his partner, Sgt.
Jeff Felt, Gildon was a remarkable tracker and a
courageous member of the team. He passed away
peacefully, in the presence of his family, on
September 11, 2015. Rest in peace, Gildon.
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Case Highlights
Despite operating short-staffed for much of the year due to injuries and
retirements, the K9 teams accomplished a great deal. Some of the highlights are
outlined below:
• Responded to approximately 1,000 calls for service in the City of Madison and
surrounding communities and put on 60 demonstrations for various organizations
• Conducted 3 tracking schools (beginner and advanced courses) teaching
approximately 30 other K9 teams from around the state about our tracking
program and methodology
• All teams maintained their NAPWDA (North American Police Working Dog
Association) certification which requires an independent master trainer to test
each team’s skills in all trained disciplines
• Three teams received state awards from WLECHA (Wisconsin Law Enforcement
Canine Handler Association)

With all of the calls for service, there are many noteworthy cases. Some
of the highlights for the individual teams include:
Officer Jim Donnell and K9 Krahnie were responsible for tracking and locating the
“Play-Along Bandit." This suspect committed ten armed robberies in the Chicago
and Madison area. After his last robbery in Monona, he fled on foot and was
tracked and apprehended by this team in some tall grass near Upper Mud Lake.
Officer Carren Corcoran and K9 Slim were responsible for solving a bank robbery.
The suspect sat in a chair in the bank prior to committing the robbery. The dogs
are trained on scent specific tracking so Officer Corcoran used the seat as a scent
article for K9 Slim. The dog proceeded to track out of the bank (from the chair)
for two blocks, turning up a driveway into a condominium complex to an end
condo unit. This was the suspect’s residence, where he was taken into custody.

10

Case Highlights (continued)
Officer Rose Mansavage and K9 Falko work with our West Community Policing Team
(CPT). The team does proactive work to address issues arising in the police
district. Officer Mansavage was doing surveillance of an area with a great deal of
short-term traffic (drug transactions). They subsequently contacted a vehicle,
Falko sniffed the exterior and alerted to the odor of illegal drugs. Two pounds of
marijuana and $23,000 were located inside the car.
Officer Nick Eull and K9 Frees tracked a suicidal 15-year-old boy. The young man
fled from a friend’s residence. The team responded and subsequently tracked the
boy from his friend’s home to a park several blocks away. Frees took officers right
to the young man, who was unharmed.
Officer Disch and K9 Jagger responded to an alarm at a large business. As it
turned out, two juveniles were inside. A team of officers, including the K9 team,
tactically cleared the business. K9 Jagger located the suspects in a bay area and
both surrendered without incident. This is a great example of how a highly
trained K9’s presence was sufficient to gain compliance of two suspects that may
have otherwise continued to flee or fight, putting themselves and officers at risk.
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Capital K9s
Summarized Financial Data
For the years ending December 31, 2014-2015
2015

2014

Revenues
Contributions
Other Revenue
Total Revenue

$ 46,265
$ 25,682
$ 71,947

$ 99,893
$ 34,283
$134,176

Expenses
Program Services
Fundraising
Administrative and overhead
Total Expenses

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

Change in assets

$ 3,169

$ 42,748

Beginning assets
Ending assets

$116,300
$119,469

$ 73,552
$116,300

48,953
7,997
11,828
68,778

67,597
13,366
10,465
91,428

**Financial information shown above is specific to Capital K9s. The City of Madison Police
K9 and Equine Partners, Inc. also includes activity for the Friends of Madison Mounted
Horse Patrol. A full set of combined financial information is available upon request or by
viewing our Federal Form 990 filed with the IRS.
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Key Partners
Capital K9s has received an incredible amount of support from Mid-West Family
Broadcasting and we want to thank them for:
• Funds to acquire dogs, squad cars and equipment
• Website design
• Social media mentoring/training
• Meeting space for monthly board of directors meetings
Capital K9s also recognizes these contributors:
Dog Team Sponsors
Animart Pet Store
BerbeeWalsh Foundation
Shelley Gilbertson
Laura Harrington
Mary Jean Meng family
Mid-West Family Broadcasting (3 dogs)
Dr. Michael Peterson
Veridian Homes

Event Sponsors
Animart Pet Store
Animal Hospital of Verona
Dog Haus University
TomEdwardsVideo.com
Mid-West Family Broadcasting
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
National Guardian Life Insurance
Out-U-Go
The Dog Den
Upstairs/Downstairs Deli

Veterinary Sponsors
All Pets Veterinary Clinic
Animal Hospital of Verona
Arbor Ridge Pet Clinic
Lakeview Veterinary Clinic
Stoughton Veterinary Service
Truesdell Animal Care Hospital

Sustaining Sponsors
Animart Pet Store
AppleWood Self Storage
Covance
Cullen Weston Pines & Bach LLP
Mounds Pet Food Warehouse
The Silly Yak Bakery & Bread Barn
UW School of Veterinary Medicine
Vest-A-Dog

K9 Food Sponsors
Arbor Ridge Pet Clinic
Animart Pet Store
Nutzy Mutz & Crazy Catz
Pet World Warehouse
Royal Canin

Consultants
UW School of Veterinary Medicine
Mid-West Family Marketing
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Call to Action
Your Donation is more Important than ever
K9 patrols are critical for community safety, often performing tasks that their
human partners cannot. The presence of a K9 almost always neutralizes a
potentially dangerous situation, preventing injury to officers, suspects and
citizens. The K9 teams we have today are a result of donations and community
support - they are not funded by taxpayer dollars. We need your help now more
than ever.
Dogs are retiring and new dogs need to be acquired. Squad cars need to be
replaced. Emergency veterinary bills are unpredictable and costly. Ongoing
training requires funding. Only with your help can we continue to maintain the
high standards of the Madison Police K9 Unit and further develop teams to protect
our community.
If you would like to donate online, please go to http://capitalk9s.org and click on
“Donate Now” at the top of the page. If you would prefer to give by mail, checks
can be sent to: CapitalK9s, PO Box 2367, Madison, WI 53701

Volunteer and Make a Difference
Volunteers are needed at all our events and you can help! “Like” us on Facebook
or go to our website to get news on upcoming events and learn how to volunteer.
If you would like to receive information about upcoming Capital K9s activities,
send your email address to capitalk9smadison@gmail.com

The 2015 Capital K9s Board of Directors:
Elizabeth Barden

Carol Grob

Miguel Marshall

BJ Bethke

Ann Heiden

Kathy McGee

Boris Frank

Dr. Ken Lambrecht

Mary Morton

Kristen Fuhremann

Josh Lippman

Julie Tessmer

Administrators: Denny and Sara Marx
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