
Capital K9s is a non-profit  

501(c)(3) organization which 

exists to support the maint-

nenance/expansion of the City 

of Madison Police Department 

K9 Unit and to educate the 

community about the value of 

using dogs in police work. 

The use of dogs in police work 

benefits the community in many 

ways, including tracking and 

locating missing persons, de-

tecting illegal drugs and weap-

ons, apprehending dangerous 

suspects and much more. 

Working police K9s often pro-

vide invaluable information to 

their human partners as they do 

their police work.   

Incorporated since 2004,  

Capital K9s has worked with 

the community to raise funds to 

purchase, train and support 14 

working dogs. The cost to form 

a team is substantial and 

includes the initial purchase 

and training of the dog, along 

with providing a squad car 

specifically equipped for the K9 

and additional equipment to 

allow the team to work and 

train effectively. Ongoing costs 

include training, food, 

veterinary care and emergency 

medical services. Fortunately, 

several veterinary teams and 

food sponsors help support the 

teams.  

Your support to maintain and 

grow the K9 Unit is greatly 

needed and appreciated. 

The Madison Police Depart-

ment K9 Unit continues to be 

at the forefront of how to 

effectively use dogs in police 

work. Several teams have 

received state and national 

level recognition for the cas-

es they have worked. The K9 

teams do this while maintaining 

a true sense of community po-

licing.  The eight dogs currently 

working for the City of Madison 

Police Department are wonder-

ful community ambassadors ð 

and great pets too!   

 

The dogs love to work, but when 

they go home with their human 

partners at the end of their shift, 

they are part of the officer's  

family. 
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In 2016, the Madison Police Department K9 Unit was made up of seven dual-purpose patrol dogs, 

one drug detection dog and one explosive detection dog, along with their respective police officer 

handlers. The dogs are trained to locate illegal drugs, track suspects and missing persons, search 

buildings, protect their handler, locate evidence and apprehend suspects. Not included in the 

group photo below is Police Officer Rose Mansavage, featured below, left side. 

 

Meet the Capital K9 Teams 

With all of the calls for service, 

there are many noteworthy cas-

es.  Here is a highlight from 

Officer Disch and K9 Jagger: 

 

July 25, 2016 ñ at 10:22 p.m., 

Madison police officers at-

tempted to stop a vehicle for a 

traffic violation. The car was 

slow to pull over. When it finally 

did stop the front seat passen-

ger fled from the traffic stop. 

Officers immediately set up a 

perimeter around the area the 

suspect was last seen. Officer 

Eric Disch and K9 Jagger were 

summoned to track the fleeing 

subject. 

 

Police K9s are trained to scent 

discriminate. They are trained 

to track on a specific person by 

their scent. The dogs are pre-

sented an article that contains 

the scent that they need to 

track and they track that scent 

until the scent ends. In this 

case, Officer Disch did not have 

a scented article but created a 

one using sterile gauze and 

placing it on objects that the 

subject touched. In this  

instance, the front passenger 

seat where the person was 

sitting prior to running was the 

perfect object. 

 

Once prepared, the scent article 

was presented to Jagger and he 

immediately began tracking the 

suspect. Jagger tracked along a 

sidewalk for a distance and 

then turned and began tracking 

up a grassy embankment with 

several trees and tall grass. 

Officer Disch observed Jaggerõs 

behavior change as they were 

closing in on the suspect. 

Based on this observation,  

Officer Disch gave a loud  

announcement letting anyone 

close to them (the suspect) 

know officers were there with a 

police K9. Upon hearing the 

announcement, the suspect, 

who had been concealed along 

a fence line in 6-7 foot grass, 

stood up and was compliantly 

taken into custody without  

indicent. 

 

Why would a passenger run 

from a traffic stop, you ask? In 

this case, the suspect had a 

felony warrant and two other 

charges pending from an unre-

lated incident. This well-

coordinated response by all of 

the officers involved let to this 

suspect being successfully lo-

cated and arrested. 

Case Highlights 

The K9 teams accomplished a 

great deal this year. Some of 

the highlights are: 

 

§ Responded to approxi-

mately 1,100 calls for  

service in the City of Madi-

son and surrounding com-

munities. 

 

§ Gave 100 K9 handling 

demonstrations for various 

organizations. 

 

§ Conducted 2 tracking 

schools (beginner and 

advanced courses)  

teaching approximately 20 

other K9 teams from 

around the state about the 

Madison Police Depart-

mentõs  tracking program 

and methodology. 

 

§ All teams maintained their 

NAPWDA (North American 

Police Working Dog Associ-

ation) certification which 

requires an independent 

master trainer to test each 

teams' skills in all trained 

disciplines. 

 

Capital K9s  

is a non-profit 

 organization 

engaged in 

supporting and 

funding the Madison 

Police  

K9 Units  
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Officer Rose Mansavage K9 Falko & 

Retired K9 Martie 

Sgt. Jeff Felt & K9 Carl 



On Thursday, August 25, 2016, 

officers of the Madison Police 

Department K9 and Equine 

Units provided an informative 

and educational evening called 

The Dog and Pony Show.  

 

The K9 and Equine Units 

demonstrated law enforcement 

techniques, utilizing the unique 

skills of both horses and dogs. 

The officers displayed their 

skills in these areas: 

¶ Vehicle Drug Search  
¶ Suspect Apprehension 
¶ Missing Person Search 
¶ Officer Protection  

Special Events: 

Dog & Pony Show 

Dog Paddle 

On Sunday, September 11, 2016, 

Goodman Pool in Madison was the 

scene of a gigantic pool party for 

dogs. This event is called Dog Paddle 

and is the signature fundraising 

event for Capital K9s. This was the 

10th consecutive year for Dog  

Paddle at which 600 dogs and their 

people attended. 

Thanks to the support of our volun-

teers, business partners and partici-

pants, this event was a splashing 

success. There was even a dog wash, 

which the dogs seemed to thoroughly 

enjoy after swimming in the pool. 
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Officer Nick Eull & K9 Frees 



       2016       2015  

Revenue 

Contributions   $115,927   $  46,265 

Other Revenue   $  30,275  $  25,682 

   Total Revenue   $146,202   $  71,947 

 

Expenses 

Program Services   $ 65,884  $  48,953 

Fundraising   $   4,151   $    7,997 

Administrative and Overhead $ 15,671  $  11,828 

   Total Expenses   $ 85,706  $  68,778 

 

Change in Assets    $ 60,496  $    3,169 

 

Beginning Assets   $119,469   $116,300  

Ending Assets   $179,965   $119,469  

 

 

 

Financial Summary - Years Ending December 31, 2015 & 2016 

Dog Team Sponsors 
Animart Pet Store 

BerbeeWalsh Foundation 

Capital K9s 

Shelley Gilbertson 

Laura Harrington 

Mid-West Family Broadcasting 

Mary Morton 

Dr. Michael Peterson 

 
Veterinary Sponsors 
All Pets Veterinary Clinic 

Animal Hospital of Verona 

Arbor Ridge Pet Clinic 

Lakeview Veterinary Clinic 

Madison Veterinary Specialists  

   and Emergency Care 

Pineview Veterinary Clinic 

Stoughton Veterinary Service  

Truesdell Animal Care Hospital 

UW School of Veterinary Medi- 

   cine Veterinary Emergency  

   Service 

 

 

Capital K9 Key Partners 

Capital K9s has received an 
incredible amount of support 
from Mid-West Family Broad-

casting and we thank them for: 

- Funding three dogs, squad 

  cars and equipment 

- Social media mentoring/ 

  training 

- Meeting space for monthly    

  board of directors meetings 

The Capital K9s board of direc-

tors also recognizes the  

following supporters:  

Financial information 
shown here is specific to 

Capital K9s.  
The City of Madison 

Police K9 and Equine 
Partners, Inc., also 

includes activity for the 
Friends of Madison 

Mounted Horse 
Patrol.  

A full set of combined 
financial information 

is available upon 
request or by viewing 

the Federal Form 990 
filed with the IRS. 
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K9 Carl at board  meeting 

K9 Food Sponsors 
Animart Pet Store 

Nutzy Mutz & Crazy Catz 

Pet World Warehouse 

Royal Canin 

 

Event Sponsors 
Animart Pet Store 

Animal Hospital of Verona 

Becker505 

The Carlson Company 

Indigo Trails/Dr. Stacey Bean 

Karben4 

Mid-West Family Broadcasting 

Mounds Pet Food Warehouse 

National Guardian Life Insurance Co. 

Out-U-Go 

Soils and Engineering Services, Inc. 

Tru Vet 

West Towne Veterinary Center 

UW School of Veterinary Medicine  

David E. Zanger, Sous Chef  

   UW Health 

  
 



K9 officers are critical for com-

munity safety, often performing 

tasks that their human partners 

cannot. The presence of a K9 

almost always neutralizes a 

potentially dangerous situation, 

preventing injury to officers, 

suspects and citizens. Todayõs 

K9 teams are a result of dona-

tions and community support. 

The K9 Unit is not funded by 

taxpayer dollars and therefore, 

your help is needed now more 

than ever.  

Dogs retire and new dogs need 

to be acquired. Squad cars also 

need to be replaced periodi- 

cally. Emergency veterinary bills 

are costly and unpredictable. 

Ongoing training requires  

funding. Only with your help can 

the K9 teams continue to main-

tain the high standards of the 

Madison Police K9 Unit and 

further develop teams to pro-

tect and serve our community.  

 

 

If you would like to donate 

online, go to capitalk9s.org 

and click  òDonate Nowó at 

the top of the page. If you 

would prefer to give by mail, 

checks may be sent to:   

Capital K9s, PO Box 2367, 

Madison, WI 53701  

Your Donation is Important 

Volunteers are needed at all our events and you can help! òLikeó us on Facebook or go to our  

website to get news on upcoming events and learn how to volunteer.  

If you are interested in becoming a member of the Board of Directors, send an inquiry to  

capitalk9smadson@gmail.com .  

Volunteer and Make a Difference 
Financial support 

comes from: 

Individuals 

Corporations 

Foundations 

In-kind 

Events 
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Officer Eric Disch & K9 Jagger 

Officer Carren Corcoran & K9 Slim 

performing a narcotics sniff 
Officer Henry Wilson & K9 Boris 

http://capitalk9s.org
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